
What is it?

1. Proof of coverage supplied by the 3rd party’s insurance broker. It’s either displayed
to show proof or an attempt to comply with contractual requirements.

Certificate(s) of Insurance

What it does not do

1. Doesn’t show you the full terms & conditions of the insurance policies.

2. Confers “no rights upon the certificate holder”.

3. Does not affirmative or negatively amend, extend, or alter the actual insurance
policies.



What’s on a Certificate of Insurance?
A. Disclaimer 1
B. Disclaimer 2
C. Disclaimer 3
D. Cancellation Notice

1. Exact name of entity on the contract
2. Exact name of insurer (e.g. Hartford Accident & Indemnity Co.) not 

the “Group” – not AIG, Chubb, Hartford, Travelers etc.
3. Letter to match insurer in 2
4. Commercial General Liability Coverage
5. “X” Occurrence form
6. “X” if Additional Insured Status applies to certificate holder (you)
7. “X” if subrogation waived
8. Actual policy number – NOT binder number or TBD
9. Effective Date of coverage*
10. Expiration Date of coverage*
11. Policy Limits
12. Complete if coverage required
13. Use if coverage is required which is not noted above
14. May be used to describe event or special terms
15. Your contracting entity’s name and address
16. “Authorized” Signature

*Note – if the certificate is being provided as proof of insurance for an event, 
Eff and Exp dates must encompass setup and teardown



1. Informational only

2. Confers no rights to you.

3. Does not change the insurance coverage.

4. Does not constitute a contract between you and the insurer(s) or the broker.

Certificate of Insurance – Disclaimer #1



1. Just because this certificate might indicate you an “Additional Insured” doesn’t mean
that you are.

2. Disclaimer essentially begs the Certificate Holder to get copies of the endorsements
that give you Additional Insured status.

Certificate of Insurance – Disclaimer #2



1. We certify that the policies listed below have been issued to the Named Insured for
the policy period indicated.

2. Although a contract might be the reason you received this certificate, the terms and
conditions are actually governed by the policies themselves – not your contract.

3. This is only a basic outline of the coverage – it’s subject to all the terms, exclusions
and conditions of such policies.

4. Limits shown may have been reduced by paid claims.

Certificate of Insurance – Disclaimer #3



1. In addition to the certificate of insurance each 
third party must have a written usage 
agreement with your organization that provides 
BOTH contractual indemnification and 
additional insured protection

2. Be persistent to others about COI’s and getting 
copies of actual endorsements.

3. Establish strong internal protocols – it’s not 
enough simply to get a COI and ‘check off’ the 
task.

4. Contact  your Sovereign Service Team for 
assistance in reviewing any certificate you 
receive

Next Steps
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