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Week 1 Preaching Notes
Theme: Miracles Everywhere: Shift
Scripture: Psalm 77:14 (NIV)
Week 1 Description:
Throughout scripture and in our own lives, God is always at work. A miracle doesn’t have to be a huge moment; we can shift our perspective to see that miracles are happening all around us. This week we’ll strive to open our minds and hearts, shifting our perspective to see the small miracles which are everywhere.

Preaching Notes:
In the sermon Shift, we explore 4 shifts:
Shift 1: God, not us  
It is not us but God who performs miracles. It is shifting the focus to God, not what we do. It is by the power of God that makes miracles happen, not by our own doing. We need to glorify God’s work through us.
 
Shift 2: Expectation
It is about expecting that God is present, and God will do great things among and through us. In other cultures, such as Central America and Asia where Christianity has been rapidly spreading around the continent, Christians expect that God is working everywhere and every time. For example, when they pray, they expect that their prayers will be answered. It is the act of letting miracles happen rather than legitimizing, and really believing in God’s presence and Power. 

Matthew 4:17(…”Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near”) reminds us that God is present, working, and his presence is not something far away but very close and even tangible. 

Shift 3: Gratitude
Related to expectation and shifting focus to God, it is to expect God’s work on us, be thankful, and glorify God in our daily lives. In Central America, thanking God on everything is very common. If someone asks, “How did you get up?” a common greeting phrase, they would answer, “Very Well. Praise/Thank God!” – appreciating God’s miracles! 

Shift 4: What & Who, not Why  
We tend to focus on Why such things happen in the midst of hardship or unexpected situations. However, we need to focus on What we can do and Who can do. It is about shifting our attitude to actively seek how we can turn those situations around, and become active participants of God’s miracles.

