
Volume LX AUGUST 2016 No. 8

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 5

Northeastern Jurisdiction Vows to Fight Racism

By Josh Kinney
jkinney@gnjumc.org

For Palisades District Superintendent 
Rev. Gina Kim, every day is her favorite 
day. From the tagline at the end of her 
emails that read: ‘Today is my favorite 
day’ to the jovial, overflowing elation 
radiating from her presence, Kim is a 
living expression of gratitude and calling. 

“I love what I do,” Kim said. “Being a 
part of God’s plan for the United Method-
ist Church is an absolute joy!” 

Having started her appointment as 
Palisades District Superintendent in 
July, Kim now works with more than 60 
churches in the district. With 24 years of 
full-time ministry, Kim transferred to GNJ 
from East Ohio in 2006 and has grown 
ministries in each place she served. Bish-
op John Schol has described Kim as a 
“Spirit-led pioneer” who “initiates a vision 
of what could be” developing strategies 
and inspiring people to work together to 
achieve world-changing mission. 

But ministry wasn’t always a part of 
Kim’s life. Before she became known for 
celebrating every day, Kim arrived in the 
U.S. from Korea as a realist, disregard-
ing and writing off all matters of faith. 
While studying at the University of Idaho, 
a professor of computer engineering 
demonstrated the love of Christ to Kim 
by sharing his faith, patiently and subtly. 

“He went out of his way to help me 
and pray for me,” Kim said. “I saw what 
Christ-likeness truly meant.” 

For years Kim was rooted in the Ko-

rean Community Church in Englewood 
where she served as a youth pastor 
before moving to Ohio with her husband, 
Chong. There, working as a computer 
engineering project leader, Kim felt com-
pelled to share her faith with coworkers. 
Lunch hour became a prayer and study 
group session.  

“It was my passion,” she exclaimed! “I 
wanted to share the gospel with every-
one.” Kim felt led to leave her job and 
enter a period of prayer and solitude to 
seek direction. She expected to hear 
from God clearly.

“And I did,” she said. “I heard God tell 
me one night to feed His sheep.” But Kim 
was concerned. “I remember saying to 
God, ‘who am I? I’m just a computer en-
gineer.’” Kim didn’t know how she would 
teach or lead, but she was confi dent that 
God would train her. She accepted her 
calling and immediately doors started 
opening. 

While earning her Masters of Divinity 
at Ashland Theological Seminary in Ash-
land, Ohio, United Methodist recruiters 
from the East Ohio Conference arrived 
on campus and interviewed Kim. 

“At the time, I didn’t really know any-
thing about the United Methodist Church, 
but the recruiters were impressed with 
me and connected me with the district 
committee,” Kim said. After passing the 
interviews, she was sent to the Board of 
Ordained Ministry and served her fi rst ap-
pointment at Twin Falls UMC in Munroe 
Falls, Ohio. From there she went on to 
serve two cross-cultural church appoint-
ments in East Ohio. 

In 2006, Kim and her husband re-
turned to New Jersey and to their be-
loved Korean Community Church. For 
fi ve years Kim served as the church’s 
Associate Pastor, working alongside 
people she considered family and had 
counseled and mentored under before 
moving to Ohio. 

“I loved every minute of working there 
because I had such a special affection for 
that church,” she said. 

Always willing to step outside her 
comfort zone, Kim followed her calling 
to Wesley UMC in South Plainfi eld and 
became the full-time senior pastor, serv-
ing a vital, multicultural congregation and 
facilitating its spiritual growth. 

“When I fi rst became a full-time pastor, 
I couldn’t believe it,” she said. “I thought, 
‘they’re paying me to do what I love?’” 

Under Kim’s leadership, Wesley UMC 
grew signifi cantly with increases in wor-
ship attendance, professions of faith, 
disciples in small groups, and mission 
engagement while the congregation 
faithfully paid 100 percent of its shared 

Rev. Gina Kim, Palisades District Superintendent speaks before Annual 
Conference 2015 in Wildwood.  Photo by Shari DeAngelo

2016 Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference Bishops’ Consecration Service.  Photo by Western Pennsylvania Conference

By Carolyn Conover
cconover@gnjumc.org

The Northeastern Jurisdiction elected 
two new bishops to serve in the jurisdic-
tion: Rev. Cynthia Moore-Koikoi from 
Baltimore-Washington and Rev. LaTrelle 
Easterling from New England at the Ju-
risdictional Conference held in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania the week of July 10. 

Rev. Dr. Jisun Kwak withdrew her 
name from consideration on July 14 after 
saying, “I praise God for my amazing jour-
ney.  I stand in awe of God’s love.  I want 
to thank Greater New Jersey Conference 
for endorsing me.  I felt their prayers.  
Continue to pray for me as I have to face 
the challenges ahead.”   Rev. Kwak was 
endorsed by GNJ in May at the Annual 
Conference in Wildwood.

The election of Bishops Moore-Koikoi 
and Easterling marked a historic moment 
in the jurisdiction. Both Moore –Koikoi 
and Easterling are African American 
women, and their election comes on 
the heels of a powerful statement from 
the College of Bishops of the North-
eastern Jurisdiction that committed “to 
acknowledge our participation in the sin 
of institutional racism and to have ongo-
ing conversations with the College about 
racism, privilege and oppression.”  

Bishop Schol, who was presiding dur-
ing the fi nal election said in celebration 
of the historic legislation, “The College of 

Bishop’s may never be the same again.”
The Black United Methodist Pastors, 

Black Methodists for Church Renewal 
and Black Leadership Forums of the 
Northeastern Jurisdiction presented 
legislation that would turn the College 
of Bishop’s commitment into action. The 
resolution included requiring district su-
perintendents, conference staff and lay 
leadership to confront racism, require 
training and address the impact of struc-
tural and institutional racism that result in 

the closing of Black churches and start 
new faith communities. 

Rev. Varlyna Wright who helped draft 
the legislation and is the District Superin-
tendent of the Capital District in Greater 
New Jersey said, “Greater New Jersey 
has already committed to a ten year 
plan to address cultural competency. 
This resolution takes the commitment 
one step further. We are a part of one 
of the most diverse conferences in the 
denomination and our congregations 

are ready to move forward to eradicate 
racism in our communities. We need to 
get this done!” 

The delegates at the conference had 
an extended conversation in support 
of the resolution. One youth delegate, 
stated that the use of the term “Black” 
churches continues to build walls rather 
than break them down.  Bishop Schol 
responded, “Sometimes there is more 
than one right answer. We need to ac-

Palisades District Superintendent Celebrates Every Day
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Start children off on the way 
they should go, and even when 
they are old they will not turn 
from it. –Proverbs 22:6

This year I have or will have run a 
half marathon with Kristin at Zion Na-
tional Park, deep sea ished with Mark 
and hiked and meditated in Peru with 
Rebecca. This year I turned 60 and asked 
each of my children what they would like 
to do with me. Let’s see, a vigorous long 
run, ishing in the middle of the ocean and 
hiking up the side of a mountain in some 
distant country - hmmm, I think my kids 

are trying to get their inheritance sooner than I would like.
Last month I shared with you about marriage as Beverly and I cel-

ebrated our wedding anniversary. Today I want to share with you about 
children. I really believe Proverbs has it right, how you start your chil-
dren off will carry into adulthood. 

I was not always a good parent. I was young, learning and exploring 
how to be a good farther to my children. I made mistakes, like spending 
too much time at work when I should have been with family, trying to 
control my kids to be more like me rather than guiding and releasing 
them, and being angry which had more to do with what I was experienc-
ing and not who they were being.

In spite of some bad parenting and blessed by good mothering, my 
kids turned out alright. Here are some things I worked on as a parent 
and still try to carry into our relationships today.

You are Beautifully and Wonderfully Made
The more I saw my children as beautifully and wonderfully made, the 

more they became true to who God had created and called them to be. 
Children, not just my kids, are remarkable. They are resilient, hopeful, 
playful and friendly. The more I appreciated these, even when I was not 
hopeful or ready to be playful, the more they grew into a child of God.

Love No Matter What
Sometimes it is hard to love unconditionally, even your own children. 

They mess up from time to time and we have such high hopes for them. 
Over the years I found it was hardest to love my kids when they were 
not becoming the young people I wanted them to be, or quite frankly, 
not becoming me – adopting my interests, my way of doing things or 
my hopes for their future. The more I loved them just the way they 
were and the more I stood with them even when they were wrong, the 
more they respected life, people and even me. Love is the most power-
ful in luence we have.

Inspire Courage Not Perfection
The children who do well as adults have enough courage to fail. The 

other day one of my kids was concerned about making a decision. I 
asked why, and “I might fail” was the response. I said “Good. I hope you 
do fail. The sooner you fail the sooner you become better.” Maybe I was 
too direct or too hard, but my child chose the option of trying even if it 
meant failure. That makes me proud. The more we offer our children 
challenges and support them, even though they may fail, the more they 
grow and mature.

Parenting is tough. I spent a lot of time talking and praying my way 
through it. Even after my children left the house (oh and they will be 
back), I use to stop at their bedroom doors each night before I want to 
bed and pray for them. I prayed God would keep them safe and that more 
than all else they would have meaning and purpose that ful illed them 
and offered something to the world. Pray for your children’s safety and 
that they will have a life of meaning and purpose.

A Word to Kids and a Lot of Adults
I spent a good part of my life trying not to be like my father. Don’t 

misunderstand, I had a great dad. He loved me, cared about me and 
wanted the best for me. But you know, those nagging habits our parents 
have just seem to exhaust us and then we ind we are doing the same 
thing. Ugh! I spent time and energy trying not to acquire my dad’s habits 
and it was exhausting. One day I decided I would stop trying not to be 
like my father and embrace all that was good about him.  My life took 
off. WARNING TO KIDS – no matter how hard you try, you are going to 
acquire habits from your parents that you do not like. Get over it, it’s part 
of your destiny. You have been practicing these habits since the second 
you were born. Embrace their goodness, it may be the best Godliness 
you will learn.

You know you don’t have to have kids to in luence the life of young 
people. In fact there are kids watching you all of the time. I encourage 
you to see every child as beautiful and wonderfully made, to love children 
no matter what and to inspire and support children to be courageous.

Keep the faith!

John,

John Schol, just another proud dad
The United Methodist Church
Greater New Jersey

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
OF GREATER NEW JERSEY

Clergy and Families since 1839

THE CENTENARY FUND AND 
PREACHERS’ AID SOCIETY 

205 Jumping Brook Road
Neptune, New Jersey 07753

knowledge that the wall dividing us by 
race is real before we can take it down.” 

After the resolution had passed, the 
delegations from each conference stood 
to affi rm that they would commit to action 
on the steps outlined in the resolutions 
set forth by their conference leadership.  

Rev. Eunice Vega-Perez of Vernon 
UMC offered prayer after a group of 
Latino clergy delegates shared their 
vision for the church. Additionally, Asian-
American delegates issued a statement 
to the jurisdiction celebrating the church’s 
“increasing” diversity and inclusiveness. 

“We are excited to be a part of the 
momentous occasion of electing two 

African-American women bishops. How 
exciting it is also to be a part of a new 
movement where we made bold and 
prophetic resolution and call to action to 
dismantle racism,” the statement read, 
acknowledging that there is still work in 
progress. The statement went on to say, 
“It gives us much hope that we can face 
the ongoing challenges of racism, im-
migration issues, social and economic 
injustice. It takes everyone to work to-
gether to fulfi ll God’s vision for the church 
and the world. We are standing here with 
you to affi rm our commitment and to offer 
our gifts and graces to continue the work 
of bringing God’s kingdom in our midst.” 

Northeastern Jurisdiction Vows to Fight Racism
Continued from page 1
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WORK ON IT, NOT IN IT

VISION

DATA BASE

ROLES

“Finding the 20% that matters”

80% of our actual productivity comes from 20% of our tasks…

HOW CAN WE FOCUS ON THE 20% ...THE STUFF THAT MATTERS?

(and unfortunately, this also means that the other 80% of our tasks only account for 20% of our productivity)

• What is our church’s ultimate vision 
and ongoing mission? (and will my  

to-do list get us there?)

• What is one thing I can do for my 
church that will actually matter a 
year from now?

• What will we do this week that  
normal churches don’t do?

• Are people’s information  
up-to-date? 

• When is the last time they  
attended?  

• How do they like to be contacted? 
• Are we actively inviting people to 

move from visitor to attender to 
leader? 

What is our #1 task for my 
role as a:

1

3

2• Disciple
• Spouse
• Parent
• Pastor
• Health Expert
• Financial Manger
• Learner

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND SUPPORT CONTACT:
Trey Wince, Director of New Disciples | twince@gnjumc.org | 732.359.1044

Revisiting vision documents + recognizing our key roles  
+ tending to our databases = 20% that really matters
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STOP  
VIOLENCE

PROMOTE 
PEACE&

JOIN THE GNJAC 
WATER FILTRATION TRIP

 JANUARY 7 – 14, 2017

JOIN THE 
TEAM! 

Contact Kathy Ahmad, Conference UMVIM 
Coordinator at kahmad@comcast.com

In Haiti, the poorest nation in the western hemisphere, close to 70 percent of the people do not have direct access to potable water. Waterborne illnesses, such as typhoid, cholera, and chronic diarrhea, are the cause of more than half of the deaths in the country every year.  We will be taking at least 100 we will conduct training sessions for families who will receive them.If possible, team members and a translator will accompany representatives of the families to their are properly positioned and verify that proper maintenance procedures are followed.
Race2Rebuild has partnered with A FUTURE WITH HOPE to bring 

WILL YOU JOIN THE RACE?

FIND OUT MORE AND SIGN UP TO RACE AT:

By Elaine Wing
elainedwing@gmail.com 

They might have come looking for 
comfort in the face of violence and 
discord, but that’s not what the 73 at-
tendees from diverse communities in 
North Jersey and Rockland County, New 
York, received at the “Stop Violence and 
Promote Peace” event held June 29 at 
Calvary UMC in Dumont.

“If I had to sum up what was said and 
sung with far greater eloquence, the one 
word to shout would be “Enough!,’” said 
Rev. Elaine Wing, Calvary’s pastor. Six 
religious representatives joined Wing at 
the pulpit and more in the pews repre-
senting Christian, Muslim, Jewish and 
Hindu faith traditions.  

The collective impatience reverberat-
ing in the room was fueled by data from 
many respected sites including the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and the Department of Justice 
which indicated that in 2010 alone, more 
than 30,000 people were killed by guns 
in the United States. Half of these victims 
were between 18 and 35 years, and one-
third was under the age of 20. 

Statistics from the CDC and The Los 
Angeles Times related to mass shootings 
were part of a powerful video created by 
Chuck Wing. Pictures of children who 
were all killed in the month of December 
2015 - many as a result of domestic 
violence or drive-by shootings -- were 
incorporated into the video leaving view-
ers shocked at the frequency of death 
due to fi rearms.

The focus of the evening was on 
fi rearm-related violence in the United 
States, yet those gathered in the church 
were of one mind as they joined Ercan 
Tozan, Executive Director of Peace Is-
lands Institute-New Jersey, in condemn-
ing the heinous act of violence committed 
against innocent lives in Istanbul, Turkey.  

Peace Islands Institute is an organization 
of Turkish-American Muslims dedicated 
to fostering tolerance, understanding, 
and peace among people across the 
world.

Particularly striking throughout the 
evening was that the voices calling for 
peace and non-violence had been doing 
so for decades.  Rabbi Paul Jacobson 
of Temple Avodat Shalom in River Edge 
shared these words penned in 1930 by 
Rabbi Mitchel Salem Fisher:

“Disturb us, (God), ruffl e us from our 
complacency; Make us dissatisfi ed.  Dis-
satisfi ed with the peace of ignorance, the 
quietude which arises from a shunning 
of the horror, the defeat, the bitterness 
and the poverty, physical and spiritual, 
of humans…”

The Rev. Susan Kerr, Pastor of Old 
North Reformed Church in Dumont, 
read excerpts from Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy’s speech to the Cleveland City 
Club in 1968:  

“This mindless menace of violence 
in America (again) stains our land and 
every one of our lives. The victims of 
the violence are black and white, rich 
and poor, young and old, famous and 
unknown.  They are, most important of 
all, human beings loved and needed. 
We tolerate a rising level of violence that 
ignores our common humanity and our 
claims to civilization alike.  We glorify kill-
ing on movie and television screens and 
call it entertainment.  We make it easy 
for men of all shades of sanity to acquire 
weapons and ammunition they desire.” 

While there were moments of silence 
and deeply felt prayer calling for peace, 
tolerance, divine wisdom and healing, 
the thrust of the evening was a call to ac-
tion.  The voices calling for change came 
from religious and secular songwriters as 
well as the speakers. One of the songs, 
“Change” was written by contemporary 
artist Christina Aguilera as a tribute to 

the victims of the Orlando shooting mas-
sacre in June.  

The General Board of Church and So-
ciety for the denomination has resources 
on how congregations can take action. 
One way is to participate is “The Concert 
Across America To End Gun Violence” as 
part of the National Day of Remembrance 
for Murder Victims on September 25, 
2016.  This is a national event that will 
use the power of music to fuel efforts to 
end violence due to fi rearms.  

Music is one approach to facilitating 
change, but many social scientists study-
ing non-violence say a multi-disciplinary 
approach is required to change individual 
and collective behavior like gun violence.  
Boston researcher David Hemenway 
says “We should regard gun violence as 
a public health threat and tackle it like we 
tackled the hazards of motor vehicles, 
cigarettes, and poisons.  All three prod-
ucts continue to circulate in society, but 
we have found ways to make them safer.”

As the June 29 service concluded, 

Wing invited the participants to engage 
in dialogue over refreshments and sign 
cards of encouragement to be sent to 
persons not always considered by the 
public but who are impacted by such 
tragedies such as funeral directors, fi rst 
responders, and hospital staff. 

An integral part of the event was the 
distribution of information to those in 
attendance. “The resource materials 
are not exhaustive, but we believe they 
provide a solid starting place to learn 
about this complex and often divisive is-
sue.  Let us honor those who’ve died and 
their families with our actions.  We are 
called as people of God to stop violence 
and promote peace.  Let us not refuse to 
answer that call,” Wing exclaimed.   

To receive a copy of the handouts, or 
to be notifi ed of future interfaith events 
regarding the reduction of violence due 
to fi rearms, please email the church at 
Calvary185@verizon.net or call 201 
384 3630.  

(left to right) Rabbi Paul Jacobson, Rev. Peggy Niederer, and Alka Chandra 
dialoging about future interfaith events following the service at Calvary UMC 
in the Palisades District on June 29. Photo by Ness Bantog Photography  

Calvary Dumont Leads Service to Condemn Violence, Promote Peace

Flyer from the Stop Violence & Promote Peace interfaith event at Calvary 
Dumont
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Mya L. Avant – 
Frances Nelson Scholarship
Penn State University
Quinton-Haven UMC, Quinton

Anuroop J. Alberts – 
Conference Trust Scholarship
Lehigh University
Christ UMC, Jersey City

Lizaura Baez Trinidad –
Ethel Snyder Book / Inez R. Irons 
Scholarships
Albright College
Wesley UMC, Trenton

Briana C. Bennett –
Conference Trust Scholarship
Rutgers University
Covenant UMC, Plainfi eld 

Brooke A. Boetticher – 
Conference Trust Scholarship 
Centenary College
UMC of Lake Hopatcong, Lake 
Hopatcong

Rebekah E. Bryan –
Emily S. Garrison Nursing 
Scholarship
Neumann University 
First UMC, Moorestown

Christina D. Mularski –
Emily S. Garrison Nursing 
Scholarship
Rowan College at Gloucester 
County
St. John’s UMC, Turnersville 

Katie M. Coburn –
Conference Trust Scholarship
Stockton University
Trinity UMC, Bridgeton 

Olivia N. Cowdrick – 
Conference Trust Scholarship
Brookdale Community College
Wall UMC, Spring Lake

GNJ 2016 Scholarship Award Recipients Announced
The Conference Board of Higher Education and Ministry has announced the 2016 scholarship recipients

Brittany A. Daly – 
Conference Trust Scholarship
Champlain College
The Church of the Master, Howell

Meredythe C. Elliot – 
Frances Nelson Scholarship
Southeastern University
Dobbins Memorial UMC, Delanco 

Ian Earl A. Galamay – 
Rev. Ralph A. Kappler 
Scholarship
Seton Hall University
Emanuel UMC, Springfi eld 

Heidi P. Hill – 
Rev. Ralph A. Kappler 
Scholarship
Montclair State University
Midland Park UMC, Midland Park

David I. Geller – 
Frances Nelson Scholarship
Ocean County College
St. Andrew UMC, Toms River

Moses W. Lewis – 
Conference Trust Scholarship
William Patterson University
St. Mark’s UMC, Montclair 

Steven P. Mazzochi – 
Conference Trust Scholarship
Purdue University
Trinity UMC, Bridgeton 

Kaylan S. Shambry – 
Emily S. Garrison Scholarship 
Camden County College
St. John’s UMC, Berlin

ALBERTS

ministries. 
“Rev. Kim is a Christ-centered, Spirit-

fi lled believer who exemplifi es many of 
the characteristics we look for in clergy,” 
said Bishop Schol after introducing Kim 
to the GNJ Bishop’s Clergy Convocation 
in January. 

For the congregations in the Palisades 
District, Kim hopes for spiritual growth 
and fruit-bearing ministry. She encour-
ages leaders to pray and study the Bible 
to “go deeper and wider” to become a sig-
nifi cant infl uence on society.  Her hopes 
include seeing the emergence of new 
faith communities, developing more mis-
sion work, and unity among the district 
churches in cooperation to work together 
to impact their community for Christ. 

“We’re one in Christ,” Kim said, “and 
that’s the beauty of being a Christian.”

The diversity of GNJ has left a pro-
found impact on Kim, who describes 
the conference as “a slice of heaven on 
earth.” 

Rev. Gina Kim began her appointment in July serving as the new District 
Superintendent for the Palisades District.  Photo by Shari DeAngelo

The New Palisades District Superintendent Celebrates Every Day

BRYAN

“We need to work together to serve 
God,” she said. “Different people in 
different cultures should live and serve 
together. I’m a part of that fulfi llment here 
in Greater New Jersey.” 

Kim’s relational qualities stood out to 
Bishop Schol, who saw her as “genuine in 
her relationship with God and others” who 
“seeks a team experience and connects 
with others through their interests and 
ideas.” A people person by nature, Kim 
enjoys gathering with friends over good 
food. She says her favorite part of serving 
as district superintendent so far has been 
meeting people and visiting churches to 
explore the variety of worship styles. 

“We have to remember that Jesus is 
not interested in fans, he is interested in 
followers,” Kim said, mentioning how her 
favorite verse, Psalm 133:1 speaks of liv-
ing together in unity. “Let’s pay attention 
to what and who we believe and live out 
that faith every day. That,” she said, “is 
worth celebrating.” 

DALY

Continued from page 1

HILL

MULARSKI

BENNETT BOETTICHER
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GALAMAY GELLER

MAZZOCHILEWIS

SHAMBRAY TRINIDAD
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By Josh Kinney
jkinney@gnjumc.org

For IGNITE emcee and New Jersey 
native Preston Centuolo, this year’s 
conference is just as much for leaders 
as it is youth. 

“We want the youth to feel unifi ed 
and the leaders to feel reinvigorated,” 
Centuolo said, emphasizing the IGNITE 
breakout sessions that will be held for 
leaders to develop strategic planning and 
vision for their groups. 

“It’s easy to get caught up in the drift 
unless you’re intentional about keeping 
your eyes on where you want to be and 
where you’re going,” he said. 

The Wildwoods Convention Center 
will be the scene for the IGNITE 2016 
Conference, September 30 through 
October 2, bringing together over 1,000 
students grades 6-12 throughout the 
Greater New Jersey region. For Cen-
tuolo, the excitement of being in a beach 
town he loves, coupled with the powerful 
experience of the conference has ‘ignited’ 
thrill and anticipation. 

Since his days as a college intern, 
Centuolo has continuously immersed 
himself in youth programming and de-
velopment. After graduating from Valley 
Forge University with a BA in theology, 
he became a successful youth minister, 
serving in East Brunswick and Vineland. 

Wishing to raise his level of impact 
on children, families and the community, 
Centuolo founded The Youth Alliance in 
2000, a faith-based nonprofi t specializing 
in cutting edge, customized school and 
community-based programs. The Youth 
Alliance now spans the country and the 
globe. 

Centuolo has become a reputable 
international communicator, motivating 
crowds of young people and youth group 
leaders with his contagious energy. Trav-
eling extensively as a speaker, school 
assembly motivational communicator 
and event host, Centuolo considers it a 
privilege to have shared at events and 
organizations such as Creation Festival, 
Youth for Christ, Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, and professional NBA and NFL 
chapels. 

Growing up in the tiny South Jersey 
town of Barnsboro near Sewell, Centuolo 
attended Vacation Bible School at Barns-
boro UMC as a child and maintains a love 
for his home state.  He seeks to reignite 
hope for a bright future in the lives of 

young people at IGNITE. 
“I want every person to recognize they 

have immeasurable, irrevocable purpose 
and value no matter what their past or 
present circumstances,” said Centuolo. 
“Their special gifts and even their strug-
gles can be transformed into platforms 
of success.” He hopes to diffuse societal 
messages that misconstrue success and 
to challenge young people to chase after 
meaningful, authentic dreams.

With a keen ear to absorb and pro-
cess, Centuolo’s gift as an emcee allows 
him to draw connections, fi ll in gaps and 
tighten the overall message while at 
the same time rallying, motivating and 
inspiring both youth and leaders through 
masterful storytelling. 

“I want students and pastors to leave 
with tools and to feel empowered on how 
to disciple,” he said. “IGNITE is a time 
for leaders to plan strategically and grow 
their vision.”

For Centuolo, strategic planning 
means getting rid of distractions and a 
willingness to have tough conversations. 

“A lot of youth group leaders tend to 
think implementing their ideas are the an-

swers and keys to success,” he said, “but 
that’s not always true. It’s their character.”

Centuolo believes successful youth 
groups are team-led. He urges leaders 
not to get distracted by their circum-
stances but to focus on where they’re 
headed. “That can go for most things in 
life, not just youth ministry,” he added. 

“Preston’s ability to share hope and 
love for young people is phenomenal,” 
said one school social worker. “So many 
kids had a spark in their eye reignited be-
cause they saw so much of themselves 
in him.” One student said that he felt like 
he could “actually be somebody” after 
Centuolo’s motivational talk. 

Centuolo addresses common issues 
facing students in an effort to demystify 
confusing messages in today’s techno-
logical era. His words have resonated 
with youth struggling to fi nd balance in a 
chaotic, high-pressure age of information 
overload. 

“IGNITE is not just going to be an 
event,” he said, “It will be an experience.” 

YOU CAN BE A PART OF CHANGING 
THE LIFE OF A YOUNG PERSON. 

Donate to the IGNITE scholarship fund and invest 
in the spiritual growth and inspiration of youth. 

Names of donors will be included in 
the IGNITE conference booklet.

www.ignitenj.org/donate

Centuolo Uni ies Youth at IGNITE 2016

Preston Centuolo motivates a packed audience to grow deeper in their walk with God. Photo provided

Preston Centuolo will take the stage at IGNITE 2016 as the event’s of icial emcee, 
challenging and inspiring both youth and leaders. Photo provided

For more information about Preston 
Centuolo and The Youth Alliance, 
visit prestoncentuolo.com and 
theyouthalliance.com.  Photo provided 
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DOXOLOGY:  A WORSHIP CONFERENCEOGY A WORSHIP CONFE
Central Region Day Of Learning

 November 12, 2016 | 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Calvary Korean UMC in East Brunswick

FIND OUT MORE AND REGISTER TODAY!
www.GNJUMC.org

By Josh Kinney
jkinney@gnjumc.org

William Green had it all: fortune, fame, 
and four seasons playing football in the 
NFL. A 6-foot 215-pound running back 
for the Cleveland Browns, Green’s career 
was a success, yet he still felt unfulfi lled, 
like something big was missing. 

“I thought there had to be something 
more,” he said. “I achieved fame and 
fortune, so now what?” 

Green had come a long way from an 
insolvent childhood plagued with pain 
and hardship. Born and raised in Atlan-
tic City, both of his parents fell victim to 
AIDS. That left the young man of 13 in 
the early 1990s questioning his faith in 
God, begging for answers and healing. 
Unable to bear watching his mother suf-
fer from the disease, Green prayed to 
trade places with her. 

“I was raised in a church. My grand-
father built one with his own two hands 
in Atlantic City,” Green said. “As a kid, I 
remember saying the prayer of salva-
tion, except I didn’t believe it or mean it 
in my heart.” 

Growing up, football became Green’s 
god, and his teenage years at Holy Spirit 
High School in Absecon were spent drift-
ing away from the faith of his childhood. 
He played for his school’s football team 
and received multiple high school All-
American honors before receiving an 
athletic scholarship to attend Boston 
College. There he played for the school’s 
Eagles football team from 1998 to 2001. 
In two years as a starting running back, 
he compiled over 2,700 yards rushing 
and 32 touchdowns. In 2000 and 2001, 
Green was a first-team All-Big East 
Conference selection and was honored 
as the Big East Offensive Player of Year. 
In the 2002 NFL Draft, Green was a top-
rated player selected by Cleveland. 

“The NFL didn’t take away the pain 
in my life. Neither did the money or the 
fame,” Green said. “So I turned to drugs 
and alcohol. Everything the world said 
would make me happy didn’t work.”

The patience and will power displayed 
by Green’s wife, Asia, left a profound 
impact on the NFL star’s life. The couple 
had been together since high school; 
Asia having lived through her husband’s 
struggle to find peace, purpose, and 
fulfi llment. After his second year in the 
NFL, she began sharing her faith. 

“Her love and patience moved me,” 
Green said. “I decided I needed to give 
this God thing a chance.” After years of 
drifting from “fl eeting satisfaction” and 
“temporary void-fillers” Green finally 
found fulfi llment and wholeness in Christ, 
returning to the faith of his childhood.

“I saw how all things work together for 
our good and God’s glory,” Green said. 

“Everything was turned around for me.”
Green became a motivational speaker 

at corporate, church, and school events 
and was ordained a minister in 2012. 
He will take the stage this fall at IGNITE 
in Wildwood, sharing his story of “true 

From the NFL to IGNITE, William Green Has A Message for Youth

William Green, former running back for the Cleveland Browns will share his journey of faith at IGNITE 2016.  Photo provided

Atlantic City native and NFL star William Green speaks about inding ful illment and purpose in Christ.  Photo provided 

conversion” and what it means to have 
a real relationship with Christ. 

“I’m going to be talking about ambition 
and drive. Whether it’s a career, sports, 
or something else, it isn’t a bad thing, but 
if we’re looking for that to be our ultimate 

fulfi llment, it won’t be,” he said. “Money, 
fame, I had it all, but it wasn’t enough. 
Everything got old. None of it gave me 
abundant life. But Jesus did. Christ is 
true joy.”

Green wants students to leave IG-
NITE assured of God’s spirit. Despite 
being introverted, he believes God has 
called him to step out and share his 
story. He plans to share his testimony 
and encourages both youth and leaders 
to do the same, making the weekend 
conference a comfortable place to “show 
off scars” and “reveal the healer” leaving 
with a greater reliance upon God. 

“No matter what background, race, 
social or economic status, we’re all 
struggling,” said Green. “Pain might 
look different for each person, but we all 
have problems. But if we share openly 
and honestly, our hearts are softened 
and more open and vulnerable to hear 
the gospel.” 

“I want youth pastors to leave reju-
venated, keeping inspired, and remem-
bering why they do what they do,” said 
Green. “This is a chance for them to 
reconnect and remember why they got 
into ministry in the fi rst place, and to be 
encouraged to let the spirit lead.” 

Recently, Green and his wife moved 
from their home in Berlin, New Jersey 
to Montrose, Colorado where Green 
works for the Christian Action Camp’s 
USA Youth Outreach. He welcomes 
youth and leaders to reach out to him at 
willgreen1433@yahoo.com
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Marcia’s Melodies

TO RECEIVE CATALOGS OR TO ORDER MUSIC:

All of Marcia’s Solos, Duets, Ladies Trios, and 

The Hub in Ocean Grove is featuring

To see all of Marcia’s Melodies, visit: 
The Hub 

27 Pilgrim Pathway
Ocean Grove, NJ 07756

732.774.9262

732.988.3191 | marciasmelodies15@gmail.com

UMCommunities.org
Aff ordable Senior Living  |  Independent Living 
Assisted Living  |  Memory Support  |  Rehabilitation
Respite  |  Long Term Care  |  Hospice & Palliative Care

Summer Vacation for Caregivers
Are you a caregiver seeking a break from responsibilities, desiring 
a vacation, investigating senior living options, or needing other 
support for your loved one?

United Methodist Communities off ers respite, which gives caregivers 
benefi cial opportunities for rest, managing other demands, taking a 
break, and otherwise balancing work and family life.

Visit us on the web or call to discover the innovative ways we can 
support your loved one.

BRISTOL GLEN
UMCommunities.org/BristolGlen

Newton | 973-300-5788

COLLINGSWOOD
UMCommunities.org/Collingswood

Collingswood | 856-854-4331

FRANCIS ASBURY
UMCommunities.org/FrancisAsbury

Ocean Grove | 732-774-1316

PITMAN
UMCommunities.org/Pitman

Pitman | 856-589-7800

THE SHORES
UMCommunities.org/TheShores

Ocean City | 609-399-8505

By Rev. Jessica Stenstrom
Jessica_stenstrom@yahoo.com

With so much hate and violence in our 
world, two books published by a local 
Christian education director offer hope 
and love to children and their families 
making them a great teaching tool for 
Sunday School or home.

Sherri Shumate says both of her chil-
dren’s books – “Love Looks Like This” 
and “REAL Superheroes to the Rescue: 
Children Can Change the World” are writ-
ten to help empower kids to know they 
make a difference, a lesson that Shumate 
lives out in her day to day life as a mother 
of three boys, Joseph who is seven, and 
Riley and Bradley, who are six. “All of us, 
children as well as adults are responsible 
for working together to make our world 
a better place in the choices we make 
every day about how we live our lives,” 
she continued.

With a Masters in Education from 
UVA and an M.Div from Drew Theologi-
cal School, Shumate has taught several 
workshops at Drew and currently serves 
as the Director of Christian Education 
for the UMC of Summit. Self-described 
as a preacher’s kid and the oldest of 
fi ve children, she has been working with 
and teaching children in her home and 
church literally all her life as a big sister, 
Sunday school teacher, and Vacation 
Bible School leader.

Shumate said her newest children’s 
book, “Love Looks Like This” celebrates 
the common humanity and hope that 
unites us all. “There seem to be many 
polarizing forces competing in our world, 
setting people against other people be-
cause of differences in what we believe 
and how we all choose to live our lives,” 
she continued. “Our world isn’t perfect; 
everyone makes mistakes sometime. 
Still, there is so much good in our world 
and in all of us. There are no good and 
bad people, and love isn’t one size fi ts 
all.” She said “Love Looks Like This” 
celebrates real people from all over the 
world, of all different types and varieties, 
showing love and living their life together. 
“It celebrates the possibility of peace, 
kindness, love and life lived together 
whether we’re single or married, young 
or old, male or female,” said Shumate. 
“As it says in the book, ‘Love like you and 
me. Love looks like living life together’.” 

Shumate’s fi rst children’s book “REAL 
Superheroes to the Rescue” began when 
she was eating at a restaurant and her 
children started asking questions while 
a news story about a recent terrorist 
attack was shown on the restaurant 
televisions.  “We don’t have cable in our 
home, and we don’t intentionally expose 
our children to the violence happening in 
our world,” said Shumate. “Still, I believe 
it’s important to be honest and truthful 
with children and not shield them from 

Children’s Books Inspire Hope

Author Sherri Shumate’s three boys, Joseph, Riley, and Bradley pictured reading 
their mother’s books.  Photo provided

Smiling faces, Shumate’s three boys show off their mother’s newest children’s 
book: “REAL Superheroes To The Rescue.” Photo provided

reality either. We started talking openly 
and honestly about their questions and 
about how we all have the choice to use 
our power for good.” 

The conversation led Shumate to real-
ize she had much to learn from her chil-
dren. Together, Shumate and her three 
sons wrote a simple e-book about the 
power of love and how to use that power 
for good in this world. “Just a few hours 
after sharing it on Facebook, a dear 
friend Janet Stafford asked to publish a 
print version of our book,” said Shumate. 

Both books are written to be acces-
sible for an elementary age reading 
level, but Shumate says the messages 
and images speak to a hope that we all 
need right now. “People of all ages tell 
me these books speak to them and have 
touched them.”

Shumate said the books were not writ-
ten to make a profi t and that everything 
that’s been earned from their sale has 
been given away to good causes. “I wrote 
these books, as I try in everything I do, to 

share a message of hope,” she contin-
ued. “My heart breaks at the continued 
violence happening in our country and 
world, and at the fear, pain, and anger so 
many people carry in response. I strive 
to be a message of the hope I believe 
is possible for our world. I choose love, 
peace and hope, and this is the mes-
sage I try to share with our children and 
our world.”

Both Shumate’s children’s books are 
available on Amazon. There’s also a 
sequel to the fi rst book, “REAL Super-
heroes Forgive” that is coming soon. 
She said it focuses on imagining a world 
that loves enough to forgive everyone, 
always. She is also working on a book 
about strength that challenges the idea 
that  power is found by dominating others 
and celebrates power that builds people 
up.  Shumate has also published an adult 
devotional called, “Smelling Roses” and 
a book of Advent and Lent refl ections 
called, “Whistling in the Dark.”
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“Our church had an amazing time! The music 
and message really hit home. It helped us grow closer 
as a church family. We created wonderful memories 
together and opened our hearts to hear what God 

had to say to us as a group.”

time coming with a new congregation. What I found 
were speakers who were radically honest about 
themselves, their walk with Jesus and top notch 

musicians praising God.”

“Ignite tremendously encouraged me as a youth 
leader and inspired our youth. The speakers brought 
such a depth of experience to the event; they were 

we witness God move through our youth!”

/IGNITEGNJ @IGNITEGNJ @IGNITEGNJ

WILDWOODS CONVENTION CENTER
WILDWOOD, NJ

SEPT. 30 - OCT.2

REGISTER TODAY AT: 
WWW.IGNITENJ.ORG

By Rev. Rolando Santiago Fuentes

After 12 years of journeying, hard 
work, and commitment, the Comunidad 
Emaus Latina Emanuel (CELE) became 
the second Hispanic Emmaus Commu-
nity in the nation.  

The signing of the covenant and cel-
ebration was part of a training event held 
at the GNJ Mission and Resource Center.  
The event, called “The 4th Day” is a day 
where pilgrims who have completed the 
Walk to Emmaus gather for training and 
fellowship. About 180 pilgrims, clergy, 
and laity from Greater New Jersey, New 
York and Eastern Pennsylvania Confer-
ences, joined in a time of worship, fellow-
ship and celebration. 

The service recognized the invaluable 
help and support that the Emmaus Com-
munities from Garden State, Skylands, 
and Puerto Rico had given throughout 
the years. 

The strong economic support that 
the National Hispanic Plan from GNJ 
was recognized for facilitating the walks.  
Many GNJ clergy were instrumental in 
the fi rst development stages, especially 
Rev. Manolo Sardinas, Gateway North 
District Superintendent. In 2004, Sardi-
nas came up with the dream to empower 
the Hispanic laity through the Walk to 
Emmaus ministry.  

Elizabeth Gonzalez, who attended 

“The 4th Day” commented, “As Lay 
Director this was an important day, the 
culmination of our dreams, not mine, but 
of the many brothers and sisters who 
sacrifi ced time, and family, to get to this 
place. Given that the walk to Emmaus is 
a ministry of the laity, it gives us an op-
portunity to prepare leaders to make our 
churches vital that we may be integrated 
and have hope.” 

The Rev. Victor Perez, Emmaus Na-
tional Leader for Emmaus Communities 
in Latin America and the Caribbean, said 
“My soul was uplifted as we worshiped 
together, celebrating a major accom-
plishment for the Hispanic/Latino local 
churches in the Greater New Jersey 
area. After twelve years of intentional 
planning, prayer, and hard work, we now 
have a Spanish language Emmaus com-
munity in Greater New Jersey.” 

Over sixteen Hispanic/Latino local 
churches are represented on the new 
Comunidad Emaús Latina Emanuel. 

Through the ministry of Walk to Em-
maus, local church leaders are reminded 
how God’s grace can empower them to 
be the hands and feet of Christ in their 
homes, their communities, and all over 
the world. Walk to Emmaus is 72 hours of 
spiritual formation for people to become 
faithful disciples sharing God’s uncondi-
tional love through the ministries of their 
vital congregations. 

By Rev. Melissa Hinnen
Melissa.hinnen@nyac-umc.com

“God created humanity in God’s own 
image, in the divine image God created 
them.” Genesis 1:27 CEB

The creation story is a guiding Scrip-
ture for the new Jackson Arts Ministry 
(JAM), an outreach program of Jackson 
UMC. Children of all ages are invited to 
explore their creative gifts by engaging in 
fi ne arts, crafting and performing. JAM is 
committed to “seeing the arts in Jackson 
fl ourish and grow unlike ever before.” 

Jackson UMC was started more 
than 26 years ago by a group of smaller 
churches coming together for family 
focused worship and ministry. The con-
gregation has a number of people with 
creative gifts in the arts.  The church’s 
senior pastor Rev. Joseph Tiedemann 
stresses, “The overall concept for ev-
erything we do is designed to introduce 
people to Jesus Christ.” 

In that context, JAM is a natural new 
ministry to further engage the community 
in creativity and fun.

Piloting the program in April with 
three lead instructors, JAM is one way 
that the church lives out its belief “that 
faith should be more than just a Sunday 
service; it should be a journey that helps 

to build your relationship with Christ.” 
Tiedemann explains, “The idea of JAM 

evolved out of a number of classes we 
had offered individually throughout the 
years and we decided to package them 
together.” He continued, “The design of 
the arts program meets a need to help 
adults and children grow in the arts while 
bringing them into a Christian setting and 
introducing them to Jesus Christ. It gives 
us a platform to engage creative adults 
as teachers while inviting them into the 
church.”

One teen offered a testimony on the 
JAM website about her experience with 
the performance arts that combine faith, 
dramatization and music while connect-
ing her with friends from the commu-
nity. She said, “The church plays helped 
bring me some new found confi dence I 
wouldn’t have gotten otherwise.”

Tiedemann explains that JAM is an 
opportunity to invite children and adults 
from outside of the church, into a faith-
based artistic environment and build up 
their leadership. It offers youth, particu-
larly middle and high school students, 
a creative outlet in a community that is 
threatened by drug abuse. Through JAM, 
churched and un-churched children, 
youth and adults discover their God-giv-

Hispanic Emmaus Becomes 
Second in the Nation

Bishop Schol prays over those gathered for worship, fellowship, and celebration 
at the GNJ Mission and Resource Center during the “4th Day” event. 
       Photo by Rev. Hector Burgos 

New Ministry Energizes 
The Arts at Jackson UMC

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

By Josh Kinney
jkinney@gnjumc.org

For people in Cape May, a perfect 
summer beach day is routine, but for chil-
dren in Camden, a day trip to the beach 
is a summer highlight. Thanks to the 
congregation of Cape May UMC and the 
leadership of Rev. Jeanette Block, nearly 
90 children and staff from the Camden 
Neighborhood Center got to have this 
summer highlight on July 13.  

As a part of their action plan devel-
oped through Team Vital, the leaders of 
the church made the day at the beach 
a priority for their congregation.  Team 
Vital is a resource offered by Greater 
New Jersey that helps  leaders create a 
strategic ministry plan using fi ve markers 
of vitality.  The Cape May UMC Team 
Vital decided to focus on their greatest 
asset, the beach, and reached out to the 
Neighborhood Center with an invitation. 
Serving as a “community living room” 
the Camden Neighborhood Center at-
tends and cares for struggling children 
and families with a mission to provide a 
space for academic achievement, ath-
letic accomplishment and a fl ourishing 
arts program. The center’s mission and 

goals were lived out through the beach 
day event and the hospitality of the Cape 
May congregation.   

With the help of gift cards generously 
donated by local food stores, Cape May 
UMC provided a lunch of sandwiches, 
chips, pickles, cookies, and bottled water.  
Inside the church beach towels adorned 
every pew and the sanctuary’s main 
aisle was lined with beach toys donated 
by the church’s Sunday School children.  

Millville Westside UMC, Haddon Heights 
UMC, Mainland Manor, and the CAAA 
Insurance Company all made donations.   
Dozens of volunteers from Cape May 
UMC, both youth, and adults, participated 
to help make the day a success.

“Look! My beach towel matches 
my bathing suit!” exclaimed one of the 
children whose bathing suit pictured a 
character from the Disney fi lm “Frozen.” 
“She was excited and very pleased,” 
said Cape May UMC volunteer Debra 
Chapman. Another child remarked in a 
surprising voice, “Do we really get to pick 
out one of those beach towels to keep?” 

After towel and toy selections had 
been made, the children boarded their 
buses, traveling to the Philadelphia 
Avenue and Beach Drive beach where 
they found thousands of seashells previ-
ously sprinkled just for them by church 
member Norman Smith. The next three 
hours were spent in the sun and sand, 
playing and splashing in a warm, and 
abnormally clear ocean due to unexpect-
edly high levels of sea plankton along the 
South Jersey coast. For volunteers and 
children, the tropical waters made for a 
surprising treat.  

“I was impressed with the grateful-
ness of the staff and children,” said event 
photographer Michael Duvall. “I was also 
blessed to see how much fun the kids 
had playing in the ocean.” According to 
Duvall, the volunteers went “above and 
beyond the call of duty” to make sure the 
day was a success.

“It takes real courage to take 88 kids 
to the beach,” he added. “It’s like trying 
to herd rabbits.” 

Cape May Mayor Ed Mahaney waived 
beach tag fees and provided an extra 

lifeguard for the afternoon. By day’s end, 
the kids returned to their buses, slurping 
iced bottles of water donated by local 
businesses and enjoying snacks in color-
ful fabric bags provided by the church’s 
United Methodist Women. 

“We were impressed with the lead-
ership provided by the Neighborhood 
Center,” said Rev. Block. 

Through Team Vital training, Cape 
May UMC assessed their community 
and ministry assets, became equipped 
for effective ministry, received technical 
support for putting their plans into action, 
and as a result, has grown in their vitality. 

LAITY 
LEADERSHIP 
ACADEMY

SEPTEMBER 10, 2016

The 2016 Laity Leadership Academy provides tools and skills 
for lay leaders facing the challenges of the 21st century. The 

Vital small group ministries, inspiring worship experiences,
an evangelism church and a social media ministry.

FIND OUT MORE AND REGISTER AT:
www.gnjumc.org

en talents and are nurtured to “develop 
excellence for an expressive life.” 

Nearly 20 children and youth par-
ticipated in the ministry’s fi rst seven-
week class “Musical Theatre, Stand-up 
Comedy and Improv” this spring. Led 
by professional performer and singer, 
Denise Tiedemann, students “developed 
their comedic timing, their ability to think 
creatively on their toes and explored 
stand-up comedy routines.” They pre-
sented two showcases of songs, skits 
and comedy with younger children  on 
June 26 and middle and high school 
students on July 5. 

A Resource for the Whole 
Community

A hallmark of the arts ministry is that 
anyone in the community can participate. 
While the actual cost of each class per 
student ranges from $20-$80, the tuition 
is voluntary. Tiedemann says people pay 
“what they can, when they can” and oth-
ers make donations to cover the costs. 
People who otherwise would not be able 

to access a high quality arts program 
now have the opportunity to tap into their 
creative spirits. 

JAM programs invite all students 
regardless of religious affi liation.  The 
ministry leaders are trained to offer a 
prayer and devotional at the beginning 
of each class and are encouraged to 
design classes through a Biblical lens.  
They commit to intentionally praying daily 
for God’s blessing on each student and 
family. JAM participants and supporters 
are also invited and welcomed into the 
Jackson UMC church family. 

When the full ministry program is 
rolled out this fall, there will be creative 
opportunities on Sunday, Tuesday and 
Thursday nights to fit every age and 
interest.  From adults sketching colorful 
mandala prayer wheels, to singers join-
ing voices in a community choir, to young 
children crafting culinary delights or sew-
ing projects, to youth and young adults 
making a joyful noise through comedy or 
musical theater, the Jackson community 
will be “empowered to discover gifts and 
talents that change lives.” 

New Arts Ministry at Jackson 
UMC Inspires Youth

Youth participating in J.A.M. (Jackson Arts Ministry) show off their dance 
moves.  Photo provided

Greeters from the congregation will 
present the face of the church and will 
welcome people from the community. A 
secondary benefi t of JAM is that it offers 
the opportunity to evangelize through 
radical hospitality.

Tiedemann says that the JAM website 
platform is set up in a way that it can 

grow through collaboration. “It would be 
great to work with other churches in the 
area and offer additional classes.” He 
continues, “We are happy to share what 
we have learned and provide training 
in a multi-church dynamic that would 
expand our reach to introduce people to 
Jesus Christ.”

Team Vital
Brings Camden
to Cape May

“It takes real courage 
to take 88 kids to the 
beach,”      Michael Duvall

Kids from the Camden Neighborhood Center join Cape May UMC for a day at the beach.  Photo by Michael Duvall 

A happy young person buried in the 
sand says it all.  Photo by Michael Duvall 

Taking advantage of their unique seaside 
location the church is now planning future 
ministries in the wake of the successful 
beach day event.  

“You can easily see that many people 
and communities helped make this day a 
huge success,” said Chapman. “Through 
God’s blessings so much can happen 
when trust is put in Him.”

Interested in participating in Team 
Vital training? Start planning now for 
2017. The next sign up is December 1, 
2016. Email Beth Caulfi eld, Director of 
Small Groups Ministry at bcaulfi eld@
gnjumc.org
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CONFERENCE HAPPENINGS

Ellen Little, retired full elder died on 
July 21. A Celebration of Life service will 
take place on August 13 at 1 p.m. at the 
United Methodist Church at New Bruns-
wick, 323 George St.

Memorial donations, in lieu of fl owers, 
may be sent to the UMC at New Bruns-
wick, 323 George Street, New Brunswick, 
NJ 08901. 

Expressions of sympathy may be sent 
to Kevin Little at 64 Quick Ave., Raritan, 
NJ 07481 and Christina (Little) McCarthy 
at 2431-B.S. Walter Reed Drive, Arling-
ton, VA 22206.

Christ United Methodist Church in Piscataway seeks to show 
Christ’s love to Rutgers students. We would love contact 

ATTENTION PASTORS!
Do you have students going to Rutgers this fall?

LET US HELP!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, EMAIL:

Securities, investment advisory and financial planning services are offered through qualified registered representatives of MML Investors Services, LLC. Member SIPC. Supervisory Office: 2 Bala Plaza,  
Suite 901, Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 Tel: (610) 660- 9922.  Clergy Retirement Advisors, LLC is not a subsidiary or affiliate of MML Investors Services, LLC or its affiliated companies. CRN201804-201387

WHAT FOOTPRINTS DO YOU WANT TO LEAVE?

After a life of service, retirement should be simple, peaceful and fulfilling. For more than 25 years, Clergy Retirement 
Advisors has worked with ministers to create effective retirement plans. We will review all your retirement options  
which may include pensions, social security, property and other investments, and create a personalized plan designed  
to maximize your monthly payments to help provide a secure financial future for you and your family.

For years you have dedicated yourself to the service of others. Now, let Clergy Retirement Advisors help you secure a 
thorough financial plan, so you can focus on the things you love.

MARK R.  REIMET  |   Financial Planner
801 Asbury Ave, Suite 650  |  Ocean City, NJ 08226

Phone: 609-814-1100  |  Fax: 609.814.1199
mark @clergyretirement.com  |  www.oceancityfinancialgroup.com

Find out more about Cross Keys UMC at: www.crosskeyschurch.org

CROSS KEYS UMC IN WILLIAMSTOWN 
IS SEEKING A PART TIME YOUTH PASTOR

Apply to:

PITMAN, N.J. — United Methodist Communities (UMC) is pleased to announce 
the appointment of James P. Scalese, to the position of executive director of United 
Methodist Communities at Pitman, located on North Oak Avenue in Pitman. In this 
role, he will assume oversight and management of the senior living community.

Pitman’s management team will report directly to Mr. Scalese, who brings over 25 
years of experience in diverse settings within long term healthcare administration. In 
addition to certifi cation as a Licensed Nursing Home Administrator, two degrees add 
to his leadership skills: a Bachelor of Science in Human Services from the University 
of Scranton and a Master of Business Administration in Health Care Administration 
from Temple University.

“I am attracted to United Methodist Communities’ clear commitment to quality 
resident care, its respect for the associates who are providing that care on a daily 
basis, and to its willingness to innovate in a rapidly changing healthcare environment,” 
refl ected Mr. Scalese, a resident of Haddonfi eld.

Mr. Scalese’s broad administrative experience includes positions as a corporate 
compliance offi cer, emergency preparedness director and corporate liaison for state 
licensing agencies. He has demonstrated skill in specialty program development, ne-
gotiation of payer contracts, regulatory compliance and credentialing. Prior to joining 
UMC, Mr. Scalese was a development and operations consultant at Wilson Avenue, 
LLC, in Bristol, Pennsylvania.

OBITUARIES

Delran 1st UMC Restores Cemetery
This summer, folks from 1st UMC in Delran took a Cemetery Restoration Class. 

Volunteers restore headstones at 1st UMC 
in Delran.

James P. Scalese Appointed Executive Director of
UM Communities at Pitman

The church cemetery dates 
back to 1859.  Common 
sense and elbow grease 
along with special cleaning 
products transformed head-
stones, several of which 
were repaired and cleaned.  
The restoration group looks 
forward to cool fall weather 
and more graveyard proj-
ects.  No ghostly sightings 
were reported.

UNITED METHODIST RELAY 
205 Jumping Brook Rd. 
Neptune, NJ 07753

SUBSCRIBE
NOW
The Relay is sent to 
lay leaders and clergy 
throughout Greater New 
Jersey Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. 
You can receive a yearly 
subscription for $9.50 by 
sending your request to:
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FULFILL YOUR PLEDGE OR MAKE A NEW COMMITMENT:

  

HOW MUCH 
HOPE 
YOU GIVE?  

When people hurt, 
United Methodists help. 

THERE’S MORE 
WORK TO DO!

239 HOMES REBUILT

85,639 LIVES SAVED

The United Methodist Church of Greater New Jersey


